Study of Ecclesiastes: Chapter 3
Questions for Discussion

1. What does the Koheleth say about everything under heaven? (vv. 1-8, Deut 32:39)

* What do these verses say about the nature of God? Man? What are the future plans of
man subject to? (vv. James 4:13-16)

* How do the fourteen contrasted items support these ideas?

2. What question does the Koheleth restate? (vv. 9, 1:3)

3. What does “everything” refer to in verse 11? In what way is “everything” beautiful?

4. What does it mean that “God has put eternity in man's heart?” What does this cause man
to do? If man has “eternity” in his heart, then why can he not fathom what God has done
from beginning to end? (vv. 11; Gen 1:27; Rom 8:28)

5. What does the Koheleth conclude is best for people to do? (vv. 12-13, 22 ; 2:24-26)

6. Why has God made what He does unchangeable? What does this say to man? (vv. 14)

7. lIsverse 15 talking about judgment? How does this relate to 12-147? (vv. 1:9-10)

8. What answer does the Koheleth have for the injustice present in high places?
(vv. 16-17; Rom 12:19)

9. What does man have in common with animals? Why does God test us to show us these
similarities? (vv. 18-21)
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Notes & Answers

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (ESV)

'For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: %atime to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; *atime to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down,
and a time to build up; *atime to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; >a time to cast
away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; ®a
time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; ’a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time
to keep silence, and a time to speak; ®a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

1. What does the Koheleth say about everything under heaven? (vv. 1-8, Deut 32:39)

* What do these verses say about the nature of God? Man? What are the future plans of man subject to?
(vv. James 4:13-16)

* How do the fourteen contrasted items support these ideas?

Deuteronomy 32:39 (ESV)
3« See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; | kill and | make alive; | wound and | heal; and
there is none that can deliver out of my hand.

God has a fitting time for each thing to be done...man must discern the right time for the right actions. When he
does, it is “beautiful” (v. 11)

The future plans of man are subject to the will of God....

James 4:13-17 (ESV)

B come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and
trade and make a profit”— 14yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist
that appears for a little time and then vanishes. P nstead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do
this or that.” "® As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. S0 whoever knows the right thing to
do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
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Ecclesiastes 3:9-15 (ESV)

’What gain has the worker from his toil? %] have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to
be busy with. "' He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that
he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 2 perceived that there is nothing better for
them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; B also that everyone should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. M perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing
can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. > That which is,
already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been driven away.

2. What question does the Koheleth restate? (vv. 9, 1:3)

Ecclesiastes 1:3 (ESV)
> What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?
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3. What does “everything” refer to in verse 11? In what way is “everything” beautiful?

He is referencing back to verses 1-8. It is a burden to man to discern the right time when something is appropriate.
When we properly discern this, it is “beautiful.”

4. What does it mean that “God has put eternity in man's heart?” What does this cause man to do? If man has
“eternity” in his heart, then why can he not fathom what God has done from beginning to end? (vv. 11; Gen

1:27; Rom 8:28)

Itis also a burden to have eternity on our hearts, but not be able to fathom the nature and working of God. We
cannot understand, because the workings of God are beyond our comprehension. He is infinite, and we are finite.

Since the Fall, we have been filled with the desire to understand the whole (science, philosophy, human knowledge,
theology). We are frustrated, because seeing the whole is beyond our ability.

Genesis 1:27 (ESV)
*”S0 God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

The only way we can deal with this burden/frustration is by putting faith in God that he is working for our eternal
good, even though we don’t understand it.

Romans 8:28 (ESV)
% And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according

to his purpose.

5. What does the Koheleth conclude is best for people to do? (vv. 12-13, 22 ; 2:24-26)

Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 (ESV)

*There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, |
saw, is from the hand of God, > for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? *For to the one who
pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering
and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.

6. Why has God made what He does unchangeable? What does this say to man? (vv. 14)

God is in control / God sets the rules / God sets the standards / God is truth / God is unchanging

7. Is verse 15 talking about judgment? How does this relate to 12-14? (vv. 1:9-10)

God has been consistent in His workings / standards throughout history / Even though we may discard history, God
does not, and He can see infinitely

Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 (ESV)

®What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the
sun. “%Is there a thing of which it is said, “See, this is new”? It has been already in the ages before us.
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Ecclesiastes 3:16-22 (ESV)

16 Moreover, | saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was wickedness, and in the place of
righteousness, even there was wickedness. Y| said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for
there is a time for every matter and for every work. ¥ said in my heart with regard to the children of man that
God is testing them that they may see that they themselves are but beasts. Y For what happens to the children of
man and what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same breath,
and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity. 20 Al go to one place. All are from the dust, and to dust
all return. > Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the
earth? **So | saw that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who can

bring him to see what will be after him?

8. What answer does the Koheleth have for the injustice present in high places?
(vv. 16-17; Rom 12:19)

God will bring all things to Judgment

Romans 12:19 (ESV)
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will
repay, says the Lord.”

9. What does man have in common with animals? Why does God test us to show us these similarities? (vv. 18-

21)

We will suffer the same fate “under the sun” / we are differentiated by the fact that we have eternity on our heart.
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